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Despite all the talk of inspired extemporization, 
there’s still room for singers who can knock out a 
well-crafted arrangement with accuracy and aplomb.  
 
In this category is the talented Jack Donahue, who 
hails from the Kurt Elling School of big, flexible, 
emotional voices that cover material from a variety of 
sources. In Donahue’s case that’s Suzanne Vega, Cole 
Porter, Abbey Lincoln and himself -- his new CD, A 
Small Blue Thing (Two Maples Music), features 
expertly produced tunes by all of the above.  
 
The sweet-voiced Kate McGarry appears as both 
backup singer and producer on this disc. 


